EEMINISCENCES

always seemed to me as if lie muttered to himself some
spell or conjuration, and then, behold the whole misty
obscurity of the subject became as light to him. He is
better read in literature than most men would be apt to
think him who only heard him speak in the House of
Commons, but his readiness in debate is a gift which no
school training would ever have enabled him to acquire.
It is no exaggeration to say that the House of Com-
mons does not at present hold a readier debater. He is
not an orator in any sense of the word, and I do not
believe he would care in the least to be an orator if
the powers above were to offer to endow him with the
higher order of eloquence. He reminds me of one of
the Greek wrestlers who delighted to grapple with an
opponent and use every manner of hitting, kicking,
squeezing and choking to get his opponent helplessly
on the ground. He is never out of order unless he has
some reason for wishing to be out of order; if he has
no such reason and wishes to keep within bounds, the
readiest Speaker is not ready enough to catch him trip-
ping. Whatever he wants to say he will contrive to
say, while all the time managing so as to keep out of
the Speaker's range. His appearance suggests physical
feebleness more than anything else, and yet I have never
known a succession of all-night sittings which, could
cause him, as the colloquial phrase goes, to turn a hair.
His voice is tuneless, unmelodious, and even raucous,
but one is compelled to listen to him for the sake of
his dexterous arguments, his vocabulary of audacious
phrases, his inexhaustible fertility of whimsical illustra-
tion, and his readiness in the invention of ironical epi-
thets. The English member's allusion to the qualities
of an imp was not without its appropriateness of
application. There does seem to be an element of
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